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PEEC Board of Trustees

Barbara Brummer, Ph.D., 
Chairperson

Jeff Rosalsky, CEO

“This was my 9th stay at PEEC and as always, I simply cannot say enough good things 
about the PEEC experience.  I always learn something new on every trip. What do we 
enjoy the most here? Everything!!!” ~ Teacher

PEEC People
Christian Babcock - Maintenance 
Sheri Bone - Director of Group Program Business Development 
Molly Check - Naturalist/Workshop Manager 
Barbara Derrenbacher - Receptionist 
Laura DeWolff - Program Planner 
Wendy Gannon - Dining Hall Manager 
Kristen H’eckrote - Program Planner 
Flo Mauro - Director of Development 
Janine Morley - Public Relations/Marketing 
Mariann Oswald - Director Business Management 
Allison Owczarczak - Director for Education 
Jeff Rosalsky - Executive Director 
Jessica Snyder - Camp,Volunteer/Special Events Manager 
Ted Wetzel - Facilities Manager

Instructors & Interns
Will Rode, Hannah Taylor, Glenn Simpson, Susie York, Laura 
DeWolff, James Maloney, Lea Della Vechia, Safiya Sabir, Jillian 
Hanelly, Ryan Gerbehy, Ian Kelmartin, MaryBeth Nied, Alyssa 
Tomaskovic

VIP’s (Volunteers in PEEC) extraordinaire 
Lou Wentzler - Groundskeeper 
Carolyn Shuttleworth - Master Gardner 
Larry Martone- Mr. Fix-it 

MISSION: The Pocono Environmental Education Center 
(P.E.E.C.) advances environmental education, sustainable living 
and appreciation for nature through hands on experience in a 
national park.

VISION: …an environmentally enlightened world…

	

PEEC Board of Trustees
OFFICERS 					   
Dr. Barbara Brummer - Chairperson 
Anthony Vallese, George Hill - Vice-Chairperson 
Liz Kirkwood, Henry Skier - Secretary 
George Hill, Brian O’Hare - Treasurer 			 
	  
TRUSTEES 
Helen Conover					   
Erica Cullman					   
Eric Hamill (of counsel) 
Dr. Joy Karnas 
Stephanie Kollar 
Richard Lindsay				     
Jan Lokuta, Esq.					   
Brian O’Hare					   
Henry Skier 
Dr. Howard P. Whidden

CONSULTANT
Mike Dickerson 		
		   
EMERITUS 		
Dr. Harry Miller Jr.  
John (Jack) Padalino 
Dr. Calvin Stillman

 
IN MEMORIAM 
Dr. Paul F. Brandwein 
J. Thomas Seely 
Dr. S. Marie Kuhnen

Our changing world is moving faster than ever before – from our weather 
patterns to our methods of communication – and all of us have to scramble 
to keep up.  In this fast-paced environment we need to make time to 
experience nature first-hand.  

At PEEC we are all about that experience….that outdoor classroom where 
our children can get a taste and a feel for the “speed of nature”.  Enjoying 
the peace and quiet of the rich forests, fields and spectacular tumbling 
waters surrounding PEEC is an experience not to be forgotten…it is 
transformational  We work hard to give this experience to every child and 
adult who attends a PEEC program.  In 2013, over 24,000 visitors were 
changed by their exposure to the magic of a PEEC experience.  

Thank you to all who have helped to make 2013 a very successful year.

Barbara Brummer, 
PhD., Chairperson

“2013 at PEEC was a year of significant growth for me, since it was my first full time year working behind the scenes.  It was wonderful to see 
how much goes on behind the scenes to make PEEC work, and to see the all of efforts that go into bringing groups here.  There is always 
something new going on at PEEC. The kids love the changes we make, and so do the staff, because it helps keep what we do fresh and exciting. 
I consider myself lucky to be a part of PEEC and I am looking forward to what’s next.”

Laura DeWolf 
Instructor / Program Planner



2013

In Their Own Words

“The staff continues to be lovely, well trained, knowledgeable and enthusiastic lovers 
of nature.  They were most patient and shared their love of the outdoors in a way that 
inspired the same. All of the staff, the instructors, food service folks, office are always 
super nice and accommodating.” ~ Teacher

PEEC’s Program Assessments
PARENTS STUDENTS

  Source: Based on PEEC evaluations representing 3112 participants for 2010
1957 participants for  2011
5026 participants for 2012
1331 participants for 2013
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2012“I really do look forward to the food….a week of carbs and yummies in a menu that means 
the boys will not complain…and then feta and beets on the salad bar means the teachers will 
not complain…wow!!” ~ Teacher

Development UpdateFacilities

Cabins
Completed renovations to cabins #0 and #7
Began interior and exterior renovations to  
#6 and #8

Main Building
Installed new heating systems

Dining Hall
Built cement pad for  
dumpster / composting area
Installed fence around  
dumpster / composting area

Campus
Built wooden ‘trellises’ for all front facing 
windows of the Main Building

Grant funding	 2012	 2013

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation	 $15,000	

Nat’l Park Foundation Active Trails		  $20,000

Nat’l Park Foundation Ticket to Ride		  $8,000

Nat’l Park Foundation/America’s Best Ideas	 $15,000	

Nat’l Park Foundation Impact Grant	 $10,000	

Nat’l Environmental Education Foundation	 $5,000	

Invisible Prince Foundation		  $5,000

Litzenberger Family Foundation	 $5,000	 $500

Biondo Family Foundation	 $12,000	 $8,000

Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation	 $60,000	 $50,000

Spychala Family Foundation		  $11,000

Price Chopper Golub Foundation	 $1,000	 $2,751

Constellation Energy/Exelon	 $4,500	

Wal-Mart		  $250

NCAC		  $250

Berkowitz II Foundation	 $500	 $5,000

GA Stetson Middle School - EcoZone! exhibit	 $2, 000	

Ronald McDonald Charities		  $3,000

PP & L- PA Power & Light Electric Utilities	 $5,000	 $4,000

Dime Bank		  $5,000	 $5,000

Waste Management		  $4,000

Pocono Arts Council	 $485	 $1367

Maroon Five / Reverb		  $418

		

Annual support 	 $28,500	 $127,912

Membership, Contributions, Golf Outing, Wild Things Ball		

Plant Sale, Game Dinner etc.		

total 		  $166,985	 $256,448

		

		

PA Dept. Conservation & Nat. Resources (2010)	 $132, 000	

project for PEEC lower campus upgrades		

being implemented 2013-14



2013“The facilities get a little better every year. Someone is working really hard to keep these 
spaces nice and fresh…and new windows…awesome, thank you!” ~ Chaperone

Financial Report
Revenue, gains and other support: 
	 Instructional fees	 $1,006,131	  $1,020,155
	 State grants	 175,078	 162,882 
	 Private gifts and grants	 —	 — 
	 Contributions	 56,962 	 121,998 
	 Rentals	 12,282	 3,163 
	 Gain (loss) on sale equipment	 —	 — 
	 Miscellaneous	 8,393	 6,002 
	 Fundraising	 16,848	 36,372 
	 Investment income	 1,979	 5,941 
	 Net unrealized (loss) gain on investments	 —	  —
	 Gift shop	 9,228	 7,908 
	 Other income	 —	 — 

Total revenue, gains and other support	 1,286,901	 1,364,421  

Expenses
	 Instructional	 1,117,752 	 1,048,360 
	 Management and general	 253,783	 261,401 
	 Development and fundraising	 52,396	 55,894 

Total expenses	 1,423,931	 1,365,655  

(Decrease) Increase in net assets from operations	 (137,030)	 (1,234) 

Net assets, beginning of year, as previously reported	 502,712	 365,682  

Net assets, ending	  $ 365,682	 364,448

Cash Flows from Operating Activities:
	 Increase (Decrease) in net assets	 $(137,030)	 (1,234) 
Adjustment to reconcile increase (decrease) in
net assets to net cash provided (used) by operating activities:
	 Depreciation	 64,873	 68,591 
	 Unrestricted non-cash contribution	 (8,248)	  —
	 (Gain) loss on disposal of equipment	 —	 — 
	 Interest charges applied to line of credit	 —	 — 
	 Unrealized loss (gain) on investments	 (1,589)	 (5,756) 
	 Change in accounts receivable	 26,857	 (32,174) 
	 Change in prepaid expenses	 (809)	 (2,764) 
	 Change in inventory	 (723)	 1,145  
	 Change in accounts payable	 19,205	 (23,116) 
	 Change in accrued wages	 (21,524)	 — 
	 Change in accrued expenses	 31,000	 (5,096) 
	 Change in deferred revenue	 26,793	 (28,410)  
	 Change in Insurance Claim Receivable	 — 	 50,483 

Net Cash Provided by (Used in) 
Operating Activities	 (51,678)	   21,670

2013 2012
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Take a PEEC!

“I had a very enjoyable time at PEEC…thank you for all the education and fun you provided 
for us. I really enjoyed the hikes and I will show everything I learned to my parents.” 
~Student, Wagner MS, NYC

MXS Aquatic Enzyme studies
- Malcolm X Shabazz High School (MXS) high school students collaborated with 
researchers, Dr. Karen Lloyd and Dr. Andrew Steen, at the University of Tennessee (UT) 
department of Microbiology to conduct an enzyme field research project at PEEC. The 
field research project was funded in part by a grant from the Foundation for Newark’s 
Future.

Bridge the Gap (BTG) 
- new in 2013, engaged hundreds of folks from the local 
communities in numerous PEEC led hiking, biking and 
paddling programs in and around PEEC and the DWGNRA.  
In order to maximize our efforts and attract as many new 
visitors to PEEC as possible, we worked with several local 
partners including Bushkill Outreach, waived user fees, 
provided transportation, bikes and canoes and healthy 
snacks. BTG was funded in part by a National Parks 
Foundation Active Trails Grant.

Growing Green (GG)
- since it began in 2009 as a 2 week day camp for 20 campers, GG has grown into 
a thriving 5 week summer resident camp for children and young adults with special 
needs. PEEC and GG partner, Easter Seals (ES) served 125 campers and family 
members in 2013..

Electricity for the EcoZone! 
- It has always had electricity (except for weeklong outages of Hurricanes Irene and 
Sandy), but we have added a new interactive EcoZone exhibit where visitors can 
produce their own electricity.  We have three stationary bicycles hooked up to a 
series of small generators with the capacity to produce 1200W of electricity.  The 
new exhibit was made possible by a generous donation from G.A. Stetson Middle 
School students and the Stetson Drama Club.

EcoZone! Award
- PEEC’s EcoZone! was recently awarded First Place in the Education 
Category of the 2013 Nonprofit & Community Assistance Center Awards.



2013“Thank you for sharing the great outdoors with us, we really appreciate it.  We are always 
walking around the city waiting for the next big thing…now we finally have some experiences 
as an outdoorsman.  The sights we see in the city are amazing, but the great outdoors are a 
whole different thing. I loved everything.” ~ Student, NYC

“Over the River and Thru the Woods” 
- introduced 500+ local 3rd and 4th grade students to the resources of PEEC and the 
DWGNRA and how they can access them. It’s three-part program consists of: 1)a pre-trip 
outreach program at each school site by PEEC staff, 2) an actual outdoor field trip day at PEEC 
that includes a tour of PEEC’s EcoZone! discovery room and hike and 3) a follow up school site 
visit by PEEC staff to reinforce what they learned on their field trip and learn about additional 
DWGNRA and PEEC programs. It was funded in part by a National Parks Foundation Ticket to 
Ride Grant.

SCI Q Project 
- brought 14 gifted high school students from PA, NJ and NY 
to PEEC for a week-long, intensive summer science experience 
including hands-on studies, research opportunities, field trips and field 
work in the areas of geology, botany, zoology, embryology, chemistry 
and physics. Classes were taught by professors from Cedar Crest 
College, East Stroudsburg University, and St. Joseph’s University, Penn 
State University, the DWGNRA and more.  Students also engaged in 
teamwork creations of insulation projects and a cardboard regatta.

Split Stream property donated to PEEC  
- Martha Wicks donated 1.9 acres to PEEC in memory of her husband, Thad Weeks. 
‘Split Stream’, located on Sunset Lake Road, consists of deciduous and evergreen trees 
and has a beautiful stream running through it. ’Split Stream’ is a wonderful outdoor venue 
for numerous environmental activities including geology, water quality studies, managed 
forestry and more.

The Hoop House
- a 14’ x 24’ greenhouse donated by the East Stroudsburg Area School District North 
Campus High School includes a solar array to operate fans, air flow and a gro-lite; racks 
and stacks for plants/trays and a supporting trellis for hanging plants and insulation. The 
Hoop House will be used year-round for public education programs including Volunteer 
Days, weekend gardening workshops, the Native Plant Sale, Growing Green Summer 
Camp program for children and young adults with special needs and our on-going 
environmental education and sustainable living programs. Funded in part by a grant from 
Pennsylvania Power & Light.
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Wild Things Ball

“I love how the instructors are interested in what they do and try to teach us what we can do. 
Even when something gets cancelled like the hike because of too much thunder, they still find a 
way for us to do it.  I think they want us students to be able to use those skills out in the world one 
day. I enjoyed PEEC the whole way.”	 ~ Student, Newark, New Jersey  

PEEC’s first annual “Wild Things” Ball, held 
Saturday November 2 at the Hotel Fauchere 
in Milford, was a great success. Over 100 
people attended, to launch PEEC’s 21st Century 
Sustainability Campaign, and raised approximately 
$45,000 net of expenses. According to Rebecca 
Lindsey, a member of the event committee, “We 
could not be happier with the outcome. We 
exceeded our goals for attendance and fundraising, 
but most importantly, we wanted to have an event 
that was both beautiful and fun, so that people 
will want to come back year after year. Thanks 
to the hard work of many volunteers and the 
Fauchere staff—not to mention a great band-- I 
think we succeeded.” Jeff Rosalsky, PEEC Director, 
added, “PEEC is a private non-profit organization, 

dependent for most of 
its support on private 
fundraising. Since we 
receive no government 
funding, events like this 
one make a critical 
difference in our ability 
to undertake capital 
improvements.” 
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Sustainability Lodge
PEEC’s 21st Century Sustainability Campaign has as 
its centerpiece a new Sustainability Lodge, designed 
like PEEC’s dining hall by architect Peter Bohlin. Bohlin 
attended the Wild Things ball and spoke about his 
vision for the Lodge. He also provided a sketch of 
the Lodge for the event auction. Many other local 
businesses and individuals also donated to the auction, 
which was conducted by Sean Strub of the Fauchere. 
Randy Auman and Jim Vandevender of Milford were 
responsible for the event décor.

“I will never forget those 3 days at PEEC. They were the best 
days of my life!” ~ student, Wagner MS, NYC
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